THE UREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE                    45

Tanjore had on Shivaji's death repudiated the suzerainty
of the Maratha king and as Sikandar Shah's vassal had
sent forces to aid him during the siege of Bijapur. Not
only that, but he and his son Shahaji had added several of
Shivaji's conquests to the State of Tanjore. To safeguard
his possessions in southern India and above all the great
fort of Jnrji, Sambhaji in June 1C87 sent to reinforce Harji
Mahadik a body of twelve thousand horse under the com-
mand of Keshav Pingle, Moro Pingle's brother, and a
Maratha officer named Santaji Gliorpade. The latter was
a distant connexion of the Ghcrpade who.st> treachery to
Shahaji was so terribly avenged by ShahujTs sou. Mudhol
was tho fief of that branch of the Ghorpados. Another
branch had established themselves at Kapdii and Mhaloji
Gliorpudo of Kapshi was the cositi'iujjorary imd friund of
Shivaji whom he outlived for nine yoai'H. lie died in
Samhhaji's defence as captain of his guards, Mhuloji loft
three sons, Santaji, Bahirji and Maloji, and all three served
in the armies of the great king. Santaji and Bahirji won
distinction by taking Colar, Gajcndragad and other strong
places in the Carnatic. As their reward they received
Gajenclragad in fief. Kalasha had insinuated to Sambhaji
that Harji Mahadik wished to make himself independent.
Sambhaji, therefore, advised Keshav Pingle and Santaji
Ghorpado to arrest Harji Mahadik and seize and hold Jinji
in the king's name, Harji Mahadik harboured no disloyal
feelings towards one, who was at once his brother-in-law
and master. But his agents at court had warned him of
the royal intention and he naturally regarded with dislike
the commanders sent to reinforce him. Instead of co-
operating with them cordially, he spent several weeks in
strengthening his hold over Jinji fortress. The emperor
who had learnt alike of the despatch of the troops and of
the dissensions between the Maratha loaders, sent a force to
attack Bangalore, still in Maratha hands, The straits to
which Bangalore was soon reduced led Harji Mahadik and
Keshav Pingle to forget their jealousies and march to its